Pitfalls in the management of sepsis in Thailand.
Septicemia is a major cause of death for patients in the intensive care unit. Patient care is not only a function of doctors or nurses but also requires teamwork from all healthcare professionals. Starting from the screening of the patient in the emergency room, management of these patients includes; early antimicrobial therapy, controlling the source of the infection, initiating hemodynamic therapy, admitting the patient to the intensive care unit, monitoring and surveillance for complications of mechanical ventilation and multiple organ failure. Managing all of these require the expertise of multidisciplinary physicians. Lack of understanding and knowledge in the management of clinical practices can predispose the patient to errors in the treatment of patients here, in Thailand. This present guideline is acceptable as an international standard and is the current practice of the Faculty of Medicine, Vajira Hospital, Navamindradhiraj University. This is an example of the multidisciplinary management of septicemia patients in a university hospital in Thailand as set by international standards.